
Resolution R26-009
Join a Statewide Campaign to Defend Black VotesAgainst Gerrymandering and Mid-Decade Redistricting
Sponsor: Jorge RoblesCampaign working title: Defend Black Votes Georgia
Whereas, the Supreme Court’s decision in Louisiana v. Callais has substantially weakened
federal protections against racial vote dilution under Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, makingit significantly more difficult to challenge maps that diminish the political power of Black votersand other historically disenfranchised communities; and
Whereas, Governor Brian Kemp has called the Georgia General Assembly into a speciallegislative session beginning June 17, 2026, to redraw congressional and state legislativedistrict lines; and
Whereas, this unnecessary mid-decade redistricting effort creates an immediate threat thatBlack communities will be divided, diluted, or stripped of meaningful representation under theguise of partisan mapmaking; and
Whereas, race, party, geography, and community representation are deeply intertwined inGeorgia, and Savannah DSA rejects maps that weaken Black political power regardless of thestated intent used to justify them; and
Whereas, organizations and individuals across Georgia are mobilizing to oppose this attack onvoting rights, including a statewide protest at Liberty Plaza in Atlanta at 1:00 p.m. on June 17,ahead of the opening of the special legislative session at 2:00 p.m.; and
Whereas, current organizing plans provide a foundation for sustained opposition during theopening phase of the special legislative session, but additional coordination may be necessary ifthe session continues beyond the initial period of planned actions; and
Whereas, a visible, organized, and sustained response at the State Capitol and across Georgiawill be most effective when it is coordinated with Atlanta-area DSA chapters, other DSAchapters across the state, and aligned organizations already engaged in the fight; and
Whereas, Savannah DSA has a responsibility to stand with Black communities against voterdilution and to participate in coordinated statewide organizing against racist and anti-democraticattacks;



Therefore, be it resolved, that Savannah DSA shall join the statewide campaign to
defend Black voting power against gerrymandering and mid-decade redistricting, using theworking campaign name Defend Black Votes Georgia unless the statewide coalition adopts ashared name or branding; and
Be it further resolved, that Savannah DSA shall promote and mobilize members for the June17 protest at Liberty Plaza in Atlanta and shall support transportation coordination, outreach,and other logistical needs as chapter capacity allows and in accordance with the chapter’sfinancial policies; and
Be it further resolved, that Savannah DSA shall coordinate with other Georgia DSA chaptersand aligned organizations while maintaining an independent and visible Savannah DSApresence within the broader coalition; and
Be it further resolved, that Savannah DSA shall support public education, social mediaoutreach, physical flyering, coalition outreach, and other organizing efforts intended to increaseturnout and build sustained opposition to the redistricting effort; and
Be it further resolved, that Savannah DSA shall support a coordinated and sustainedstatewide response for the duration of the special legislative session, including efforts at theState Capitol developed in coordination with Atlanta-area DSA chapters and alignedorganizations; and
Be it further resolved, that if the special legislative session continues beyond the currentlyplanned period of mobilization, the Steering Committee, in coordination with coalition partnersand members designated to support implementation, is authorized to coordinate supplementalcoverage, statewide solidarity actions, and additional volunteer mobilization where gaps exist.
Be it further resolved, that Savannah DSA may support a petition or other list-building effortwhen it advances long-term organizing and does not duplicate existing coalition work, providedthat the collection, custody, use, and sharing of contact information are disclosed to participantsin advance and comply with applicable privacy and digital-security practices. Savannah DSAmembership lists and internal chapter data shall not be shared outside the chapter; and
Be it further resolved, that Savannah DSA may organize or support local actions in theSavannah area when they strengthen the statewide campaign, expand participation, or providea meaningful way for people who cannot travel to Atlanta to contribute without displacing centralstatewide mobilizations; and
Be it further resolved, that if Savannah DSA is awarded funding through DSA National’sLocals First grant program, the chapter may use a portion of those funds to supportimplementation of the Defend Black Votes Georgia campaign, subject to the terms of the grantand the chapter’s financial policies; and



Be it further resolved, that the Steering Committee, in coordination with other relevant chapterbodies, coalition partners, and members designated to support implementation, is authorized tocarry out this resolution and provide regular updates to the membership as the campaigndevelops.
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